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GWF POWER SYSTEMS CO., INC., HANFORD ENERGY PARK
APPICATION FOR SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION, DOCKET

NO. 00-SPPE-1

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Sections 15070 and 15071 and
pursuant to the California Energy Commission s Rules of Practice and Procedure
(Cal. Code Regs., tit. 20, ⁄ 1101 et seq.) and Site Certification Regulations (Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, ⁄ 1701 et seq.), the Deputy Chief of California Energy
Commission s Division of Facilities Siting & Environmental Protection does prepare,
make, declare, publish, and cause to be filed with the County Clerk of Kings County,
State of California, this Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Hanford Energy Park
(HEP), Application for Small Power Plant Exemption (00-SPPE-1).

1. The State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission
(Energy Commission) is responsible for licensing all thermal power plants in
California that have a capacity of 50 megawatts (MW) or greater.  (Pub.
Resource Code ⁄ 25500.)  The Energy Commission may exempt power
plants from these requirements if they have a capacity of less than 100 MW
and if the Energy Commission finds that the project will not create a
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources.  (Pub.
Resources Code ⁄ 25541.)  Such projects are subject to local permitting
requirements.

The Energy Commission is the lead Agency for all projects that it licenses or
exempts. (Pub. Resources Code ⁄ 25519(c).)  The Energy Commission
proposes to grant the Application for a Small Power Plant Exemption filed by
GWF Power Systems Company, Inc. (GWF) on May 3, 2000, for the Hanford
Energy Park (HEP) project.  If the Energy Commission grants the exemption,
GWF will be required to obtain all necessary local, regional, state and federal
permits to construct and operate the proposed facility.

2. Title and Short Description of Project:

a) Hanford Energy Park, Application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (00-
SPPE-1).

b) The proposed project is a 98.7 megawatt (MW) natural gas-fired combined
cycle power plant, 1.36-mile, 155 kilovolt electrical transmission line, and a
2.8-mile, 16-inch diameter natural gas supply pipeline.
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3. Location of Project (see PROJECT DESCRIPTION — Figure 1, GWF Hanford
Energy Park — Site Location Map ):

Hanford, Kings County, California (SW _, Section 13, T19S, R21E,
MDBLM).

4. Project Applicant:

GWF Power Systems Company, Incorporated
4300 Railroad Avenue
Pittsburg, CA  94565

5. Energy Commission staff completed an Initial Study (IS) for the proposed
HEP project.  The IS concludes the revisions agreed to by the applicant, prior
to release of the IS for public review, avoid or mitigate all potential significant
effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur.

6. Further information about the HEP, the IS, or the Energy Commission s
exemption process may be obtained by contacting the California Energy
Commission s Siting Project Manager for HEP project, Jack Caswell, at 1516
9th Street, MS-15, Sacramento, California, 95814, or phone (916) 653-0062.

7. The mitigation measures included in the project to avoid potentially significant
effects are included in the Initial Study at the end of each technical section.

Therefore, the Energy Commission finds that there is not substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record before the agency, that the project may have a significant
effect on the environment.  As a result, the Energy Commission finds that approval
of the Application for a Small Power Plant Exemption for the Hanford Energy Park
will result in no significant adverse environmental impact.

Dated:  ___April 11, 2001__ ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION
AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

______/s/_______________ _________/s/____________________
WILLIAM J. KEESE ROBERT PERNELL
Chairman Commissioner

_____/s/________________ ______/s/_______________________
MICHAL C. MOORE ARTHUR H. ROSENFELD
Commissioner Commissioner

Commissioner Robert A. Laurie was absent.


